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FLAG RAISING CEREMONY SCRIPT

PROCESSION TO THE FLAGPOLE
10:30 AM

Ariel Lyon - Good morning everyone, if you could please follow us outside,
we are going to raise the Pan-African flag.

RAISING OF THE PAN-AFRICAN FLAG
10:35 AM

ONCE THE FLAG IS UP

Ariel Lyon - Thank you to Desmond and our school custodian, Kevin, for
helping raise the Pan-African flag. The Pan-African flag was created in
1920 to represent people of the African Diaspora (De-a-spora) and to
symbolize Black liberation in the United States. As flags symbolize the
union of governance, people, and territory, this flag was created to give
Black people in the United States a symbol that unifies (u-ni-fies) the
Diaspora (De-a-spora). It is now accepted worldwide as a unifying symbol
for Black-identifying folks and communities. This tri-colour flag consists of
three equal horizontal bands coloured Red, Black, and Green. Each colour
in the Pan-African flag has a meaning. The red represents the blood that
unites all Black people. The flag's middle black stripe is a nod to Black
people's skin colour. Finally, the colour green represents the fertility of the
African continent. We raise this flag today to honour our ancestors whose
shoulders we stand on and to recognize the continued contributions of
Black folks in Grey and Bruce. We ask you now to face the flag as we stand
for Alicia Keys’ rendition of ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’.

BLACK NATIONAL ANTHEM AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
10:37 AM

- Play “Lift every voice and sing” Alicia Keys narrated by Anthony Mackie (3:02)

https://www.csusm.edu/bsc/pan-afflag.html


Jesse Lyon - In Bluewater District School Board and here at JDSS,
we acknowledge that our school communities reside on the
traditional land of the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, which is
represented by the communities of Saugeen First Nation and
Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation. We also think of the
Métis Nation of Ontario, whose history and people are well
represented in Bruce and Grey counties.

REMARKS
10:40 AM

- Welcoming remarks (Andrew Riddick)
10:45 AM

Ariel Lyon - Recently a young Black woman by the name of Amanda
Gorman had the opportunity to read a poem that she wrote at the
Presidential Inauguration. Her presence at that event shattered so many
barriers and it is in that spirit I will read some of her poem here today.

When day comes we ask ourselves,

where can we find light in this never- ending shade?

The loss we carry, a sea we must wade.

We’ve braved the belly of the beast, we’ve learned that quiet isn’t always

peace and the norms and notions of what just is, isn’t always justice.

And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it,

somehow we do it,

somehow we’ve weathered and witnessed a nation that isn’t broken but

simply unfinished.

We, the successors of a country

and a time where a skinny black girl descended from slaves



and raised by a single mother can dream of becoming president only to find

herself reciting for one.

And, yes, we are far from polished, far from pristine,

but that doesn’t mean we are striving to form a union that is perfect, we are

striving to forge a union with purpose,

to compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters and

conditions of man.

So we lift our gazes not to what stands between us,

but what stands before us.

We close the divide because we know to put our future first,

we must first put our differences aside.

We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another,

we seek harm to none and harmony for all.

So let us leave behind a country better than the one we were left,

with every breath from my bronze, pounded chest,

we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one,

we will rise from the golden hills of the West,

we will rise from the windswept Northeast where our forefathers first

realized revolution,

we will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the Midwestern states,

we will rise from the sunbaked South,

we will rebuild, reconcile, and recover in every known nook of our nation in

every corner called our country

our people diverse and beautiful will emerge battered and beautiful,

when the day comes we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid,



the new dawn blooms as we free it, for there is always light if only we’re

brave enough to see it, if only we’re brave enough to be it.

END OF POEM

Ariel Lyons - It is at this time that I would like to hand over the mic to Joan
John a councillor from Southgate and the President and CEO of JunCtian
an organization in Southgate which is a dynamic Not-for-Profit Organization
dedicated to empowering our community by delivering positive economic
services and social programs for success.

- Joan John (will speak)

Ariel Lyons - Thank you Joan. It is at this time that I will hand the mic to
Patricia Lorenzo who joins us from the Black History Society.

- Patricia Lorenzo (will speak)

Ariel Lyons - Thank you so much Patricia. I would like to give the mic to my friend
Caliana.

10:55 AM

Caliana - Sean will be coming around with carnations, when you receive
your carnation we ask that you place it at the base of flag pole to honour all
of the Black folks who came before us and in celebration of all of the Black
Brilliance we are surrounded by. This will be followed by a moment of
silence.

ONE MOMENT OF SILENCE.

CLOSING REMARKS
10:56 - 10:58



Caliana - I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the people
who travelled here today to join us in this celebration: Joan John,
Safoora Ford, Patricia Lorenzo, Selwyn Hicks, Mayor Paterson, Melissa
McEwan (Mc-YOU-AN), Jamie Petite, & Tracy Lynn-Atkinson. I would also
like to thank Mr. Riddick, Ms. Bender and Ms. Johnson for your support.
This is the first Pan-African flag raising at JDSS but it will not be the last.
It symbolizes hope and change and I am so glad that we all get to be a
part of this momentous occasion. THANK YOU.

At this time I would like to invite you to come back inside to warm up,
chat, and enjoy a hot coffee, tea, or hot chocolate.


